
KNIGHTDALE 
OLD TOWN ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES 

950 Steeple Square Court, Knightdale, North Carolina 27545 

May 11, 2017 

The Knightdale Old Town Advisory Committee met at 7:00 p.m. at the Knightdale Chamber of 
Commerce Building. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
	

Chairman Billy Wilder, Gentry Lassiter, Mike 
Marsh, Bernice Dupree 

LURB MEMBER LIAISON PRESENT: 

TOWN COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: 

ABSENT: 	 Brandon McLean, Jenny Cope, Vice Chair Donald 
Joyner. 

Staff Members Present: 	 Jason Brown, Senior Planner Long Range; Matt 
Watterson, Planner. 

Meeting called to order by Chairman Wilder at 7:04 p.m. 

ITEM I. 	APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
...Motion by Mr. Marsh to approve the minutes of April 13, 2017. Motion seconded 
by Ms. Dupree and carried unanimously. 

ITEM II. 	ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 

ITEM III. 	OLD BUSINESS 
Mingo Creek Greenway Extension 
Senior Planner Long Range Jason Brown stated project was currently in the design phase, 
and that the corridor submitted with the application was the engineer's best-fit alignment. 
Mr. Brown noted that the preliminary survey was ongoing, with the endangered species 
study and wetland delineation underway. Mr. Brown stated that a public meeting for 
comment on the greenway extension would likely be forthcoming, in order to give the 
public opportunity to review the project. 

ITEM IV. NEW BUSINESS 
John Rex Endowment Sketch Plan Review 
Mr. Brown discussed the John Rex Endowment Grant, and how the original project to 
provide more robust pedestrian connections across the railroad line for the Old Town was 
not realized due to NCDOT's Rail Division's mitigation project to close the Fayetteville 
Road crossing schedule overruns. Mr. Brown elaborated that an alternative project had 
been identified, which would increase access to the Knightdale Farmer's Market 
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throughout the town. This would be accomplished through the installation of signage on 
the greenway identifying biking and walking times to Knightdale Station Park, as well as 
pedestrian crossing assistance on Hodge Road at the greenway crossing, at the 
intersection of McKnight Road and Knightdale Boulevard, and at Smithfield Road and 
Knightdale Boulevard. Mr. Brown also noted that NCDOT had agreed to upgrade the 
signal at Smithfield Road, and that after the upgrade that turning traffic would use a 
flashing yellow arrow instead of a green arrow. Mr. Brown then outlined three pedestrian 
crossings that will be improved on First Avenue. 

Mr. Brown stated that Master Plan Design would be the next step in the planning process. 

There was some discussion related to the specific designs of the pavement markings that 
would constitute some of the improvements, as well as the general location of some 
traffic infrastructure, the specific details of which would be finalized as the design 
process continues. Mr. Brown also noted that one of the main goals of the project to 
facilitate improvements was to establish a pedestrian-oriented zone within the downtown 
area, and that the project itself was 100% grant funded. 

Ms. Dupree inquired about the timeline of the project. Mr. Brown stated that the grant 
was originally set to expire in July, but that an extension had been granted until October. 
Mr. Brown answer that the Town intended to have project design finalized as soon as 
possible and that project construction timeline was short due to the nature of the work. 

Mr. Brown discussed the nature of the flashing pedestrian beacons being installed, and 
how they have shown successful in alerting drivers that pedestrians are attempting to 
cross. The location of the sidewalk to be installed along Hodge Road was also discussed, 
and the environmental and geographic issues regarding a creek location was noted as the 
reason behind the sidewalk being located on the west side of Hodge Road. 

ITEM V. 	MEMBER INQUIRIES/REPORTS 
A. Staff Follow-Up on Previous Month's Inquiries 

Mr. Brown discussed the cow in Knightdale Station Park, and that OTAC's inquiry 
regarding the possibility of repairing and reinstalling the cow has been passed along 
to Parks and Recreation, who would perform further analysis. 

Mr. Brown stated that the NCDOT Rail Division had been alerted to some aesthetic 
and safety issues regarding the state of the railroad foreman's house within the 
NCDOT Right of Way. Chairman Wilder asked Mr. Brown to keep him informed if 
the railroad did not respond to Town inquiries. 

B. New Inquiries/Reports 
Ms. Dupree mentioned the lack of street lighting at Knightdale Commons Shopping 
Center. Mr. Brown noted that the first phase of a light pole installation along this 
corridor was currently in encroachment review by NCDOT. Some lights would be 
installed on existing utility poles, and some lights would be installed on new 
fiberglass poles. 
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ITEM VI. ADJOURNMENT 
...Motion by Chairman Wilder to adjourn at 7:52 p.m. Motion seconded by Mr. 
Marsh and carried unanimously. 

1 

Billy Wilder, Old Town Adv sory 1 ommittee Chairman 

Matt Watterson, Planner 
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